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on the globe, the mass of riches, the foundation of
subsistence, decreases or disappears; the cottage and
the palace alike suffer from its ravages; and frequently
the anger or caprice of a moment consigns to destruc-
tion the slow productions of an age of labour. Law
alone has accomplished what all the natural .feelings
were unable to do; it alone has created a fixed posses-
sion, which deserves the name of property; it alone
could accustom us to the yoke of foresight. Economy
has as many enemies as there are men who would
enjoy without taking the trouble to produce. Labour is
too painful for indolence, too slow for impatience,
cunning and injustice conspire to carry off its fruits;
insolence and audacity plot to seize them by open
force; society, always threatened, lives in the midst of
snares, requiring in the legislator vigilance and power
always in action. Moreover, since pain and pleasure
are felt by anticipation, the expectation of security in
man is not limited to the present time, or to the
period of his own life; it must be prolonged to him
through the whole vista that his imagination can
measure. If he have proof that such an expectation
can be realised, the fact entitles him to form a general
plan of conduct, and to regard the moments that com-
pose the present life not as isolated points, but as parts
of a continuous whole; it forms a chain passing
beyond himself to the generations which are to follow,
the sensibility of the individual being prolonged
through all the links of the chain.

3. In creating property, the laws have created wealth,
at the same time that they are benefactors to those